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Fla. -- Miami Dolphins linebacker Alex
Van Dyke was on the same practice
field recently as his longtime friend,
defensive back Richard Crawford. Van
Dyke had just learned about Crawford's
murder, execution-style, in the early
hours of June 9, 2016, in Calabasas,
California. Pitch-perfect, a defense
didn't need the assistance of the Los
Angeles County Sheriff's Department
to figure out who shot and killed
Crawford inside the home of Los
Angeles Chargers General Manager
Tom Telesco and his wife. The team
that had invited Telesco and his wife to
a barbecue at its headquarters on June
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10, 2016, found out the same thing
Miami Dolphins linebacker Alex Van
Dyke had learned. "We knew it was
him the minute we got there," Dolphins
linebacker Alex Van Dyke said of the
Chargers' Tom Telesco. Courtesy of the
Miami Dolphins The Miami Dolphins
left LA with a new perspective on the
Telesco family. "They were home,"
Van Dyke said. "We were all there. We
could just see it. We all knew. We had
our suspicions before, but we never
really knew it was them. For me, I just
wanted to be there for my friend. "It
brought it to a whole new level. We
knew right there and then. We all knew
right away." The game plan for the
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Dolphins the rest of the season had Van
Dyke in Telesco's number (21) and
Crawford in the other corner (38).
When the Chargers took the field that
day, the Van Dyke-Crawford bond was
stronger than ever. "On the field, he
would be yelling at me, 'Let's get this
son of a bitch!' " Van Dyke said of
Crawford. "It made me feel like I was
with him. It didn't matter who he was
doing what to. We were there for each
other." Crawford, 28, and his younger
brother, Cedric, both played for the
Minnesota Vikings. They grew up in
Nebraska with Van Dyke, who was
born in Los Angeles. They shared their
NFL experiences with him as he
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prepared to enter the NFL. Crawford
died two days after the Chargers hired
Telesco as General Manager. "I didn't
know what to say," Van Dyke said. "It's
like you lose
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