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toaster.exe: toaster.exe downloadDeLay to be tested on money laundering charges WASHINGTON - The fate of House
Majority Leader Tom DeLay (R-Texas) will be decided in a federal courtroom on Monday in a case that has rocked Congress
and cast a cloud over the White House. DeLay is accused of money laundering, fraud and conspiracy in connection with the
distribution of corporate contributions to Republican candidates during the last two elections. The case has put Republicans and
Democrats in Congress on the defensive. Their House and Senate leaders are in their respective corners, accusing each other of
bungling their political defenses. And President Bush has been criticized for keeping the charges off his own doorstep.
Monday's hearing in federal court in Washington, which is being televised, will focus on a dispute over the government's effort
to obtain a gag order that the court issued at the request of two Texas businessmen. DeLay's attorney, Richard Shelby, called the
gag order "arbitrary and capricious." During a Sunday interview on ABC's "This Week," DeLay said the case was "untrue" and
that he would "vigorously defend" himself and his family against it. "The only thing that they have is a hunch, an assertion that
these funds were improperly contributed," he said. "We will vigorously defend, and when it's all over, I will be vindicated." On
Friday, the Justice Department filed a response to DeLay's motion to vacate the gag order and for his lawyer to be released from
the gag order. It argued that the court did not abuse its discretion in issuing the gag order because there was "good reason to
believe" that DeLay would use his assets to influence jurors. The government said the court did not abuse its discretion because
it had "ample reason to believe" that DeLay would influence the jury pool and would not turn over his finances. The government
said there was "specific and articulable reason to believe that the defendant has committed the underlying criminal offenses in
this case" and that he and his lawyers had evaded justice. The Justice Department also said it would not make the tapes of the
interviews public until the trial was over. DeLay has dismissed the charges as the work of left f3e1b3768c
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