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reconstruction that is an alternative for patients with massive irreparable rotator cuff tears. A
series of 51 consecutive patients (54 shoulders) who underwent RSA between 1996 and 2003

were reviewed. The average patient age was 71.6 years, and the average follow-up was 5.5
years. No patient developed a second surgery in the form of tendon repair or reconstruction

during the follow-up period. Twenty-three shoulders required revision surgery, and 16 of
these failures required a conversion to hemiarthroplasty. Eighteen shoulders were considered

failures after RSA. Fourteen shoulders had revision to a hemiarthroplasty. Most of the
patients who had revision to hemiarthroplasty underwent a revision to total shoulder

arthroplasty or conversion to prosthesis total shoulder arthroplasty. The failure of RSA was
primarily based on preexisting patient comorbidities, as well as technical errors. The failure
rate of RSA was 23%. The mean age of patients who had revision was older than those who

had primary RSA. The revised shoulders had an increased incidence of rotator cuff
arthropathy and massive rotator cuff tears. Although patients had high expectations,

performing RSA requires a large amount of experience. With any arthroplasty, the greatest
concern is the patient's expectations of the longevity of the prosthesis and expected benefit in

terms of pain reduction. We believe that RSA is a good option for patients who are not
candidates for conventional shoulder arthroplasty because of poor preoperative function, lack
of an appropriate bone stock, or a high level of patient expectations. Preexisting rotator cuff
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