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President Barack Obama vetoed a Republican bill that would have allowed the military to continue using lethal force against Islamic State
group fighters in Iraq. The veto provides a new headache for the American military, which is already mired in an open-ended war in Iraq.
The defense authorization bill rejected by the president called for the military to hand over weapons and equipment to be used against the
Islamic State group to be eventually turned over to the Iraqis. The president’s likely veto of the measure was seen as a response to the
situation in Iraq, where Iraqi security forces are being overwhelmed by the group’s fighters. It is not clear whether the U.S. military can
continue to operate in Iraq without the deal from Congress, which has some support in Congress for continuing U.S. operations there.
Another blow to U.S. efforts against the Islamic State group came this week when an Iraqi official said the group 595f342¢e71
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