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'and what a frightful place to be murdered in!' cried virginia. 'i can't believe that the beautiful lady
eleanore could have ever been brought here to die.' she was very pale when she looked round at her
visitors, and a deathly pallor mantled her brow as she added, 'we will keep this secret for ever and
ever, o lord.' she spoke with a beautiful air of innocence and simplicity. the great library door, she
knew, could not be locked. lord canterville, however, had not been warned of his wife's danger. he
had left england to spend the summer in this beautiful old country house, he had left two daughters,
he had left his jewel-case in his daughter's hands, and now he missed it sorely. it was an
indispensable part of the equipment of every great aristocratic dowager. he was in every way a man
to whom things were everything, and he had no patience with anything that could not be classified,
and fitted into place, and counted, and reckoned. and so he would naturally have been greatly
agitated if he had known what had happened to his jewel-case. also he had gone up to town by the
afternoon train to give a great ball that was to end in a grand fete-day. he was very proud of these
great parties. every one who came into contact with him, even his own valet, was impressed by his
distinction, his magnificent hospitality, and above all by the enthusiastic admiration he inspired in
every one who came in contact with him. and so everybody would have been eagerly watching to
see what he would wear. lord canterville, having few evenings to himself in summer, and wishing to
look his very best, spent a good deal of time over his toilet. only his daughters had the privilege of

assisting him in his choice of a costume.
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virginia, having a woman's instinct for finery, was allowed to choose what dress she liked. besides,
she would have been quite satisfied with anything she could have found. this was her great
opportunity of showing off, as she thought, the last word in dress. she had seen the illustrations in
the fashion papers, where kings and queens, queens and princesses, and princesses and princesses
again, swept in to balls, each more gorgeous than the last. virginia felt sure that she could do better
even than these. at any rate she would show her father that a girl of good birth could go in a very
pretty manner to a party, and she was determined that no one should be more dressed up than
herself. as it was, she had only a few minutes to consult the housemaid about the nightgowns she
had chosen, which were to go with them; and it was only on the spur of the moment that she
ventured on the suit of armour, as a sort of 'protection' against robbers. the minister and his family
enjoyed the peace and quiet of the old house for a long time after this, but at last mrs. otis became
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anxious about a certain small matter connected with her private life, and had recourse to her
husband. he promised to set the matter right without delay, and, as soon as that was accomplished,
they resumed their walks, talks, and rides about the lanes, as in former days; but the cantervilles, as
we all felt sure, would never be quite the same happy family again. it would be tedious to detail all
the evening talks and rides that followed; how a talk on the reign of louis xiv turned into a discussion
of the impeachment of sir robert walpole, and how mrs. otis, riding into a strawberry bed one day,
caused the greatest excitement of all by bringing back a huge jam-pot full of the most delicious
cream that ever was tasted. the spring was a wonderful one, and we had fine rides in the afternoons;
the brothers and sisters played lawn-tennis and cricket, and a game called five hundred, until tea-
time, when there was a dance, and then they all went in to dinner. and what a dinner it was! if you
had been there, you would really have thought that you never had eaten so many dishes, so much
fish, and so much chicken in all your life. 5ec8ef588b
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