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the current president of burundi,
pierre nkurunziza, has used the
environment and peace to
consolidate his power. in 2015,
nkurunziza ordered the arrest of
dozens of opposition politicians and
civil society leaders and ordered the
seizure of media outlets critical of
his policies. civil society in burundi
has increasingly faced violence and
harassment at the hands of
government security forces and has
also experienced increased
restrictions on freedom of
expression and assembly. the
current president of rwanda, paul
kagame, has been accused of using
the environment to consolidate his
power. in 2006, the government of
rwanda arrested over 600 political
opponents and civil society activists.
in 2009, during the first round of the
country’s controversial 2007 general
election, most of the country’s major
opposition parties were barred from
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participating. in the aftermath of the
2007 election, the government led a
campaign against the opposition by
arresting and convicting several
senior opposition figures and many
other activists. several opposition
leaders have also been denied
political asylum. despite the fact
that the government of egypt has
taken a number of positive steps to
improve the situation of the
country’s labour unions in recent
years, it has taken very little action
to implement the labour code
adopted in 2001. the code has been
widely criticized for its violations of
workers’ rights, including the lack of
a minimum wage and a ban on the
right of trade unions to strike. civil
society organizations in egypt have
been subjected to a series of
government crackdowns. in 2013,
the egyptian government arrested
dozens of labour activists, including
leaders of trade unions, for allegedly
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supporting the muslim brotherhood
and thus plotting to overthrow the
government.
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